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SYNOPSIS

Ana Claudia (notes on a quiet life) is Clara
Figueiredo's debut novel, concluding a writing pro-
cess begun in 2018 within an interdisciplinary re-
search project on screen memories, childhood
fantasies, death, and daily life. Aligning itself with
the literature of small, everyday things, the book
features neither a grand plot nor a character
marked by a classical narrative arc and a troubled
inner life. In this book, readers will not find the
sweeping force of grand accounts or period testi-
monies, but rather an unpretentious literary prose
that unfolds along a delicate thread. Composed of
episodic passages, the narrative revolves around
the life of Ana Claudia: a woman in her early
thirties who works as a cashier at a restaurant that
is not Japanese. On the border between fiction and
reality, the work employs a subtle linguistic experi-
ment in which the omniscient narrator transfig-
ures into a character-narrator. Doubles. Interior

monologues, recollections, accounts, and dialogues

interweave, reinforcing the double role of Ana
Claudia herself—at times an interlocutor, at times
the embodiment of the narrator's fantasies. A liter-

ary exercise that pursues writing what eludes

grasp.
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