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Before cell phones, before the internet, and before
everyone thought they knew everything, there were
bars, guitars, hitchhiking, and a fierce urge to
change the world—or at least shake up the order of
things a little. It was in this atmosphere that Bar
Latino-América was born, the meeting point for a
crew that crossed Niteroi, Sdo Gongalo, Rio de
Janeiro, Saquarema, Mauad, Paraty, and Angra as if
navigating secret maps, always in search of free-
dom, music, and some sense in the chaos. Between
the 1970s and 1990s, this crowd faces dictatorship,
political opening, crooked loves, endless nights,
and trips that begin in Alcantara, Icarai, or down-
town Rio and end in good stories—or memorable
messes. All of this to the sound of songs that stick
to memory like road dust, helping name what
seemed inexplicable. Bar Latino-Ameérica is a novel
about friendship, excesses, music, and survival—
about a generation that wanted to reinvent the
world, but ended up discovering that sometimes

the greatest heroism is simply staying on your feet.

In the end, amidst defeats, bursts of laughter, and
hangovers, something always remains: a story to
tell, a friend to remember—and a song that insists
on playing inside us. Bar Latino-América is a book
not only for us to remember precious possibilities
we once had, but also for our children and students
to learn a bit about the path that brought us here.
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