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S Y N O P S I S

derision

noun

A laugh of contempt; scorn; mockery. Ridicule.

From the Latin derisio.

A gigantic wave stands frozen off Copacabana. Be‐

fore long,  similar phenomena appear in different

parts of the world, defying scientists, governments,

and everything once thought known about reality.

Rio  de  Janeiro  turns  into  a  strange  city.  Winter

settles along the beachfront, mood becomes closely

monitored, and the population learns to live with

rules that would once have seemed absurd.

Tito Bastos learns too. A screenwriter and comedi‐

an, he works to help maintain the emotional stabil‐

ity of the population. His job is simple: produce the

right kind of humor. The authorized kind.

Yet when he comes into contact with people who

question the official  narrative,  Tito  discovers  that

certain questions can be more dangerous than any

answer.

Blending science fiction, satire, and the absurd, De‐

rision is  a story about fear,  control,  and freedom.

And about what happens when a society chooses to

surrender joy in exchange for the promise of secur‐

ity.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Screenwriter, teacher, and author, he is one of the

founders of the Escola de Roteiro e Núcleo Criativo

Levante 42, where he conducts writing and creativ‐

ity workshops. He worked for over 20 years at Rede

Globo,  most  notably  on  the  comedy  show  Zorra,

where he served as Head Writer—a program awar‐

ded in Brazil and nominated for an International

Emmy. He continues writing for theater, film, tele‐

vision, and digital media. In 2025, his debut novel,

A Casa da Ópera de Manoel Luiz, was a finalist for

the Prêmio Jabuti.
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