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SYNOPSIS

Divided into three parts and narrated by a thirteen-
year-old boy, Vanishing addresses themes such as
loneliness, sadness, and precarity. The narrator-
protagonist states in the opening that “when
someone gets it into their head that they're going to
die, there’s no way out,” and it is with this expecta-
tion that we enter the story. The boy copes with the
disappearance of people around him, in all the
various senses the word can hold. Amid the
solitude of days and afternoons, he devises plans,
investigates one of these disappearances, and is
driven to face loneliness. His cousin Suzete tells
him that there is a huge chest containing his fath-
er's things at her house. This revelation, which
leads him to doubt and form hypotheses about his

own life, unfolds into an event—into the “afterlife.”

It is an investigation of loneliness from a child's

perspective.
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