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S Y N O P S I S

"god and other opiates" is a collection of poems that

reflect on humanity's relationship with god and on

life entangled in the oppositions of faith/unbelief,

hope/despair, joy/pain. It was written in the after‐

math of  a  turbulent  period experienced in Brazil

and across the world in recent years, marked par‐

ticularly by the coronavirus pandemic and the so‐

cio-political  tensions  within  the  country.  It  is  a

book about the various searches for something that

might  help  us  understand  the  world's  contradic‐

tions, in its shifts between fury and bewilderment,

and apparent peace. In its verses, we can find god

in unimaginable dimensions and, at the same time,

feel his absence in places and people who insist on

speaking about him and on his behalf. In this way,

"god and other  opiates"  addresses  the  desert-like

reality of our existence, where irrational faith and

conscious voids coexist, and where we create myths

at the same speed with which we destroy what is

most human in us. In a time of searching for some

numbness  to  anesthetize  us  from  the  world,  the

greatest opiate ends up being poetry itself, even if it

can, at times, hurt just as much as life.
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