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SYNOPSIS

Although philosophy and literary criticism have
long debated the nature of the instant as a category
for conceiving time or as subject matter for reflec-
tion on ars poetica, this book takes up a challenge:
in the face of an ontology of acceleration—which
turns the instant into a site for mining the super-
fluous and the void toward catastrophe—is it pos-
sible to poetically contemplate the instant left to its
own nature? The poems in "Of the Instant Left to Its
Own Nature" are ways of confronting an ontology of
acceleration through aesthetic experience as a
political-subjective reflection and the production of
poetic perceptions of the instant within contem-
porary historical circumstances. It is about think-
ing the instant poetically when philosophy be-
comes poetry's laboratory and when poems also
think in their own way. Readers will encounter an
experimentation of writing and thought, of philo-
sophy and literature, that frays and strains the bor-
ders of these mutually presupposed zones of artist-

ic creation. The book is the expression of a struggle

against speed and immediacy; it is the translation

of an anti-accelerationist poetics.
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