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S Y N O P S I S

The 16 stories in The Boy and the Boy's Shadows

take shape as narratives traversed by the memori‐

alist process, one in which childhood serves as the

guiding  thread.  Thus,  the  plots  reclaim—with  po‐

etry  and  psychological  depth—facts  and  feelings,

readings and perceptions from the perspective of

childhood, punctuating how all of this reverberates

within  the  narrative  voices.  The  relationships

between  child  and  adult,  the  spaces  and  experi‐

ences  that  transform  them  into  landscapes  read

and felt, the presence of death in life, fantasy and

fear, the desire to love and to be loved, the complex‐

ity of the child's mind, ghost stories and folk tales,

art  and  its  (im)possibilities  of  representation,

loneliness  and  emptiness,  ruin  and  construction,

the persistence of the child within the adult, altru‐

ism and egocentrism, motherhood and fatherhood,

homoerotic desires—all of this is addressed across

the  stories,  with  childhood  as  the  central  axis.

These are narratives of fullness and emptiness, of

affections  and  missed  connections,  ultimately  of

the search for subjectivities that perceive their own

existence from the tenderest age.
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