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SYNOPSIS ABOUT THE AUTHOR

In the short story 'A Munduruku Bekitkit with
Down Syndrome', our protagonist is an Indigenous
child belonging to the Munduruku people, born
with Down syndrome. At the time of her birth, her
community did not quite understand what this syn-
drome was; however, through the combined wis-
dom of the elders and the help of the ancestors,
Edilce—affectionately called D6 by friends and
family—came to be embraced and loved by her
people. Over time, other different bekitkit also
found their place guaranteed and respected within
their society. In addition to offering insight into the
culture and language of the Munduruku people, our
story teaches and shares that when we listen to and
respect our children and our elders, we come to un-

derstand that the future is ancestral.

Danielle Gonzaga de Brito was born in Manaus and
belongs to the Munduruku people of Amazonas. I
see myself as Body-Territory-Memory, and I am one
of many constellation-subjects who believe in the
reality of differences and in the power of collective
individual subjects. My research interests center
on language studies, particularly discourse studies.
I am deeply committed to strengthening and sup-
porting processes of Indigenous affirmation and
revitalizing the ancestral heritage of the Mundur-
uku people of Amazonas. I am currently a professor
in the Portuguese and English Language and Liter-
ature program at UFAM/IEAA in Humaita, and I
strongly wish to contribute to the construction of a

pluricultural society.
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language and territary.
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